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COLLECTABLES 

Te
X

T 
A

N
D

 P
H

o
To

G
rA

PH
S 

D
ER

IC
K

 K
IR

K

SOURCE Sieg and Linet Hamman Van Rooyen Orchids 013 750 0325 
or orchidssa.co.za

N
ature has played an important part in both my career 
and personal life,” says this one-time veld school 
teacher. “My wife Linet and I used to teach city 
children about nature at Graskop back in the ’80s. 

In 1996 I joined my father-in-law’s nursery, which he established 
about 50 years ago. I’ve been involved full time with orchids ever 
since. Over the years, I’ve amassed a lovely personal collection and 
the most wonderful part is being able to share my knowledge of 
these awe-inspiring plants with others,” he explains. 

Sieg has travelled to Madagascar and even as far as Machu 
Picchu in Peru in search of rare orchids. “Madagascar is a 
fascinating island and the diversity of both animal and plant 
species is mindboggling!” he continues. “What really fascinates 
me is how nature adapts to overcome adversity. Orchids are a 
prime example of this.”

White River orchid grower and collector, 
Sieg Hamman pursues his passion for the 
rarest and most beautiful orchids

Collecting
RARE AND EXOTIC

with Sieg Hamman
orchids

Like fine wine, another of Sieg’s passions, orchid varieties  
are blended to combine the best qualities of each. “We even use 
terms like cultivars in orchid growing. Many of my clients adore 
the extravagant slipper varieties and Phalaenopsis. As beautiful as 
these are, I prefer the Vandeae and Bulbophyllum. For me, even the 
root systems hold wonder, interest and aesthetic appeal.”  

TIPS FOR ASPIRING COLLECTORS
 The variety of orchids is endless and ever growing. In today’s 

markets, where growers are constantly creating new hybrids and 
cultivars, collectors can afford to be choosy.  

 Find a variety that suits your environment, decor and climate. 
 Paphiopedilums, commonly known as slippers, and Dendrobium, 

are both indoor varieties and perfect for those without a garden. 
 Cymbidiums, which flower annually, should be kept outdoors for 

part of the year. They do wonderfully in warmer areas like  
the Lowveld and in tropical climates, but are hardy enough  
to survive outdoors in Highveld winters, provided they are 
protected from frost.

 orchids make a wonderful substitute for cut flowers. If you’re 
looking for a gift, bouquets only last a week or two, while an 
orchid will bring joy for years.   

CARING FOR ORCHIDS
 First check that your pot has drainage holes. most varieties 

require a thorough watering once or twice a week. Don’t 
overwater and make sure the roots are not waterlogged .

 Place them in rooms that are either north, or even better, east 
facing. Lack of adequate light will limit flowering, while too 
much light will lead to scorched leaves. Some experts say a 60% 
exposure to direct light during the day is ideal.

 Some orchids, such as cymbidiums, need a temperature variation 
to flower well. These should be kept outdoors in a sheltered area 
and brought indoors only when they have flowered.

 orchids need to be fed weekly. experts suggest using a balanced 
fertiliser such as 20:20:20, which includes all the necessary trace 
elements. Don’t use ones that contain urea.  

this page: 1 Stenorrhynchos speciosum has a red inflorescence 
and beautiful white-spotted, green leaves all year. 2 Paphiopedilum 
(Fairburn x Great Pacific). This group is often called ‘slipper orchids’. 
3 A family photo: Cattlianthe Gold Digger ‘orchid Jungle’ (the father 
on the left) crossed onto Ctt Gold Digger ‘buttercup’ (the mother on 
the right) with the offspring in the centre. 4 Dendrochilum wenzelii 
belongs to a group commonly known as ’necklace orchids’.  
5 miniature Oncidium Tsiku marguerite has a sweet fragrance.  
6 Dendrobium Fairy Flake flowers in spring.

Rhyncholaeliocattleya Plinlimmon ‘Pink Laurie’

A BRIEF HISTORY OF ORCHIDS
orchids have been around since the dawn of time. They’re 
indigenous to the warm, moist climates of Asia, the Asian 
Pacific Islands and South and Central America. South Africa  
has nearly 500 native species.

From the 16th century, as european explorers colonised 
the world, orchids made their way to the West. european 
aristocracy found them so desirable they funded explorers’ 
trips just to possess rare orchids from faraway places. 

Vanilla, another orchid genus was used by the Aztecs for 
flavouring and aroma. Today vanilla growing and processing is 
a major industry in madagascar. Interestingly as vanilla is not 
indigenous to the island, plants need to be hand-pollinated 
due to the absence of its natural pollinator, the melipona 
bee. The labour-intensive process makes it the second most 
expensive spice after saffron.   

In britain during the 19th century, it became fashionable for 
victorians to collect orchids, which were often housed in lavish 
conservatories or greenhouses like the one at the famous royal 
botanic Gardens at Kew.
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